
,,,,,,,, h fi@’ ’11111111
Natural Gas Pipeline Company of America
A MIDCON COW?  COMPANY

c r,
- ty

ji 1

701 East 22nd Street
Lombard, Illinois 60148-5072
(708) 69-l  -30100

Dockets IJnit, Ram 8417
Office of? Pipeline Safety
ReseamhandSpecial  Projects?ubinistration
u. s. Delmrtrnent of Transportation
400 seventh street, SW
Washington, DC 20590

RFd: GasGatheringLinelXfinition
NOPR: Docket-E-122, Notice 1 (AB 15)

Dear Ladies andGentlemen:

Natural t;as Pipeline Coqany of Amrica (llNaturalll)  files this letter in
responses theaboverefm notice of pmpo6ed rulemaking (%TOPRIV) which
appearedin the Federal Register of September 25, 1991. Natural owns and
operates saw 3,000 miles of rural gathering pipeline and 12,600 miles of
onshore interstate pipeline. ThepipelineslinkkeyGulf  CoastandSouthwest
naturalgaspmducingareas WithmajorMidwestmarhts. Natural alsohas
interests inotherpipeline~s~wfiichextendintotheGulfof~wand
theRockyMuntains.

November 21, 1991

NatUral~~~notsuppOrttheNopRfor~ekey reasonsstated~theAr&erican
Gas Association and the InterState  Natural Gas Association of mica in their
filings on the NOPR:
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does not increase public safety.

erroneously mixes the Federal Eneqy Regulatory Commission~s prmotion
econmic efficiency with IPA% p&ion of public safety.

Coneming the NOPRls specific questions, about 200 miles of Natural's rural
~~~~~pipelinecouldbeaffectediftheNOl?R,  initspresent form, is
adopted as a final rule. Usingindustryaverages, capital costs forthe
conversilon of such pipe under the NOPR are estimated to be $4 million.
Likewise, annualoperatingandmaintenance costs are estimated to be $100,000.
Since the affected pipelines are in truly rural country with very little public
interface, the expenditures would not hcrease public safety.


